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COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl

February 7, 2020

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl. STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, KALANA O MAUl BUILDING,
WAILUKU, HAWAII. ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020, BEGINNING AT 9:02 A.M.. WITH
CHAIR ALICE L LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Council meeting please come to order. It is 9:02
on February 7.

And we have one person on the way. But in the meantime, Mr. Clerk, could you do
the roll call please?

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A.M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ AND
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK DAVID RAATZ: Chair, there are nine Members present. A
quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Opening remarks this morning will be provided by Council
Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Femandez.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much, Member Rawlins-Fernandez.

Okay. Will everyone join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance please.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Before we proceed with today's agenda, may I please request that everyone
silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices. Decorum in this chamber shall
be maintained at all times.

Mr. Clerk.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Chair, we have not received any request to testify on the
ceremonial resolution. Shall we proceed with the presentation of the ceremonial
resolution?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION

NO. 20-7

CONGRATULATING KURT SUZUKI OF THE

WASHINGTON NATIONALS FOR WINNING THE

2019 WORLD SERIES

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

MR. JASEE LAU: Madam Chair.

CHAIR LEE: You can come back for, this is just the testimony for the ceremonial resolution.
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MR. LAU; Yea, the Washington Nationals.

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. JASEE LAU:

Jasee Lau from Kula. I'm glad to see something good is happening in Washington.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright. Thank you for that profound statement.

I'd like to recognize at this time, Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura, who is the initiator,
or the introducer of the ceremonial resolution.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair.

I'D LIKE TO MAKE A MOTION FOR THE MEMBERS TO
APPROVE THIS CEREMONIAL RESOLUTION
"CONGRATULATING KURT SUZUKI OF THE WASHINGTON

NATIONALS FOR WINNING THE 2019 WORLD SERIES".

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA:

SECOND.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: It's been moved by Member Yuki Lei Sugimura, seconded by Mr., Member Mike
Molina, to adopt the ceremonial resolution.

Mr. Clerk.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Chair, would you like to have the resolution read in its entirety?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes, I was going to ask to do that, so please do that. Thank
you.
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INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Thank you.

(The resolution was read in its entirety.)

CHAIR LEE: Discussion? Member Yuki Lei Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Yea, I did this out of order, did the motion first.
But thank you. I would like to ask my fellow Members to please support this resolution.

And I'd like to give kind of a lifetime appreciation to the Suzuki family. His mom,
Kathleen, is a friend, hanabata days, friend forever, and so all the aunty, call the proud
aunties have seen Kurt grow up. Warren, the father, we call him "Sugi". So, when
people call him Warren, we know that they didn't know him for too long. Just kidding.
But they are very special family members and you know that it takes a strong
foundation for a family to move in this kind of direction.

My son, when he was in, I think it was intermediate, Kurt came back. He was playing
at Fullerton and he did a clinic, a baseball clinic. And I still remember that. It was a
very special time. He was already giving back in the sport that he was very good at
from a young age. And as he's grown older and matured in this game of baseball, the
community have seen him give back.

And maybe Mr. Molina can speak about, he's always the emcee at the, at the clinic
that Kurt gives back. And he brings in kids from Lanai, as well as Molokai. He flies
them in or brings them in on the ferry and allow the whole County, Maui County kids to
participate. And he gives away autograph balls and a lot of things that are collectibles
that he collects on his own from other famous athletes, including football players. He's
an amazing person. We're so proud of him.

And today I'm wearing my, my World Series t-shirt that the family gave me. And I want
to just say that Kurt signed it. So, this is what I'm wearing. Sorry, it's a little bit out of
our professional uniform, but it's appropriate for this, for this moment. And Kurt's son,
I asked Kurt, I asked his son, Kai, to sign my t-shirt. I just want you to know that this
little young one is, is going to be a World Series champion one day, because he signed
my t-shirt, and Kurt said at night he practices so he can, you know, have a famous
looking autograph. He said my number is 66; this little boy. And he can bat right-
handed, left-handed. He loves to mimic, you know, and he loves his dad, he loves his
grandpa. And he's, they're just an amazing family. So, thank you for letting me go a
little bit longer than normally need to, but I love this family. Maui is proud. Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yea, thank you very much, Madam Chair. And you know, I
want to thank Councilmember Suglmura for this resolution. And as the Clerk read In
the first "WHEREAS" or the second "WHEREAS" about that homerun; it was the shot
heard round Hawaii. It was certainly a very, very special moment for all of us, because
I think it just galvanized everybody from Hawaii and Maul. And seeing that, wow, he's
one of us on global television and to hit that homerun, which kind of to help turn the
Series around as many of the baseball folks have said.

And. but you know, what Kurt achieves on the field is one thing, a lot of great stuff, but
he's even more special about what he does off the field. For many years, he's
sponsored this free, and I emphasize free baseball clinic for our kids. You go around
the country, these clinics are not free. And Kurt, along with former Baldwin High Bear
and UH Manoa baseball standout Jon Viela and many others, have put together this
clinic for our kids. And you see firsthand what the kids get out of it. It's not just about
baseball. It's also, they emphasize to these kids the core values of respect and
remembering where they came from and to help others. So, that's what makes Kurt
special. He has the ability to surround himself and build bridges with people.

And, you know, his parents Kathleen and Warren Suzuki, who have great academic
minds and a lot of great athletic bloodlines, have continued to instill in him and his sister
about the importance of giving back to the community and also the Importance of never
to forget where you came from. And Kurt, to this day, remains a very humble and
respectful person. And if you have not had a chance to meet Kurt, I strongly
recommend you do so.

And he's one of those individuals that will recognize the achievements of others first
before his own accomplishments. He is truly an all-star In every sense of the word.
And again, I thank Councilmember Suglmura for this resolution. And I'm very honored
to support this resolution. Madam Chair. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any further comments or questions?

If not, oh, Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you. Chair. I'll give my few words of congratulations
to Kurt Suzuki. I think the others have spoken well of him and his family. I will just say
that Kurt Suzuki's heart is bigger than himself. He reaches out to a lot of unfortunate
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young kids that wouldn't have opportunities if he wasn't so big hearted. And again, I
bring back Lanai; donation to the whole little league program of baseball gear, balls,
catcher's equipment, first-base gloves, bats, bringing them over annually to participate
in his clinic.

You know, you can tell in this man, he's been instilled with the, a core values of what
makes us all proud and wish the Kurt was even part of our own families. But I consider
Kurt's great success in his life due to his parents. If you know his parents, you wouldn't
want to get them upset. You know, Kathleen is a great mother but, you know, his dad
is his dad. And like I say, you know. Warren or Sugi, helped keep the road straight,
focused, and well-maintained so that Kurt could traverse that road and be the success
he is today. And so, for me, part of Kurt's great success Is, comes from the success
of his parents and their parents.

And we always talk about the families. And I cannot forget that, again, within the family
core of the Suzuki family, you just look at that neighborhood they live in; very tight, very
supportive of one another, what neighbors should actually be doing, Chair; being a
neighbor to one another. You know, nowadays we have a lot of residents who live next
to us, but not necessarily our neighbors, and we don't necessarily even know them
anymore although they live right next door. You know, that's the kind of changes in
our culture, in our community that we should be taking notice of, because when done
right, and you look at the Suzuki neighborhood, the families that are surrounded and
had supported Kurt, you can see the success of what the so-called village did in helping
this young man achieve his goals.

And so, I Just share that because, again, Kurt's success, and we're all taking credit for
part of his success today, I must say. But you know, we're very proud of him. But I
would say, we should be proud of our community, of the families that have nurtured
and maintain this type of values, Chair, that make us very special people. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for all of those wonderful comments. Of course, we, on behalf of the
Council, we wish you our warmest congratulations to you, your family, the
cheerleaders, the aunties, all the supporters you have, and of course to your son and
his family.

I do have a question for Member Sugimura. I believe this resolution was presented to
Kurt, that you had some kind of ceremony when?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Sorry. The Mayor had a, had a proclamation that we went
upstairs, and Kurt was there. But our resolution is being presented today.
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CHAIR LEE: Okay. Alright. All those in favor of the motion, please say "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS HOKAMA, KAMA. KING,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA,
VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND
CHAIR LEE.

CHAIR LEE: Opposed, nay.

NOES: NONE.

CHAIR LEE: Motion carries.

Can we have a short, well, not recess, but a short few minutes to call down Kurt's
parents and present them with the resolution?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Can you say a few words.

MR. WARREN SUZUKI: A few words. Good morning. Council Chair Lee, Members of the
Council, and the staff. Kurt apologizes for not being here. He would have loved being
here. He was here a couple weeks ago. But unfortunately, spring training starts up.
In fact, he and I are flying to Florida on Monday, and he'll be gone probably till October
of this year.

But, you know, one of the things that, you know, Kathleen and I always said was that
he has been so fortunate to have been born and raised here on Maui. You know,

cause Councilmember Hokama talks about a village, but it's the community. You
know, when you look back at the clinic that he held couple weeks ago, you know, there
were about 160 kids. In fact, this year there were some kids that came from off-island.
But every year, he's made a point that he wants participants from Molokai and Lanai.

And in his speaking with Coach Viela, they both agree that everything has to be free.
But in order for it to be free, you know, people within the community: businesses,
organizations, have to come fon/vard and be willing to help. You know. Panda donates
all the food, the drinks. Ululani Shave Ice was there giving shave ice for everybody.

But it all boils back to the community effort, and Maui is such a special place and
always has been a special place for him. And my wife and I truly believe that it's
because of he being raised here on Maui that, you know, he's been able to become
the person that he has. And he'll never forget, you know, what Maui has done for him
and really appreciate all of you. Thank you.
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INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Chair, for the record-

CHAIRLEE: Mr. Clerk.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Thank you, Chair. For the record, that was RESOLUTION 20-7.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda items.
We have established limited interactive communication that enables individuals from

Hana, Lanai, and Molokai, to provide testimony from the Council's District Offices.

Individuals who wish to offer testimony from the Hana, Lanai, and Molokai Offices,
should now sign up with the staff. Individuals who wish to offer testimony here in the
chamber, should please sign up at the desk located in the eighth-floor lobby just
outside the chamber door. Testimony at all locations is limited to the items on today's
agenda.

When testifying, please state your name and the name of any organization you
represent. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

Hana Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier.

We'll go to Lanai. Lanai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first testifier.

CHAIR LEE: Sounds like, okay-

MS. DENISE FERNANDEZ: Good morning. Chair. This is Denise Fernandez at the Lanai
Office and there are no testifiers.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Denise.

INTERIM COUNTY CLERK: Molokai Office, please identify yourself and introduce your first
testifier.

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO: Good morning. Chair. This is the Molokai District Office and we
have 14 testifiers. Our first testifier is Gregory Kahn on item CR 20-20.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Thank you.
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PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. GREGORY KAHN ftestifvina on Committee Report 20-20):

Thank you. Good morning. My name is Gregory Kahn. I'm a resident of Molokai and
I'm testifying in support of the STRH zero cap. Social, cultural, and land use arguments
for the zero cap have been deftly made. So my focus for support of the cap will address
the economic component. I contend that the economic adjustment used to oppose the
zero cap are riddled with falsehoods and conjecture. The contention states that
allowing STRH permits on Molokai will act as an economic stimulus, yet, there has
been no data submitted to support that point of view.

In fact, data captured in locales dealing with the proliferation of vacation rentals from
Honolulu to Santa Monica, California to Barcelona, Spain have all concluded that
homes extracted from this long-term rental and owner-occupied inventory have
increased long-term rental rates and home prices as the inventory shrinks. This
compounds an already devastating economic reality that affordable housing is one of
the key financial concerns of Hawaii's citizens.

Secondly, 16 of the 17 permitted owners of STRH's on Molokai do not live here, but
rather off-island, primarily on the mainland. Thus, the hundreds of thousands of dollars
of STRH rent garnered each year by those owners leave the island. This creates a
negative exit income stream in the island's economy.

Thirdly, the argument is made that STRH's bring more visitors, which will benefit the
local economy. But this assumes that a zero cap will lower the number of visitors.
Again, a contention with no data captured to support it. In fact, there are a myriad of
opportunities for visitors in the scope of vacation stays on Molokai. A hotel, hundreds
oif condominium rooms, campgrounds, WOOFING opportunities, ecotravel, two retreat
centers, and a bevy of permitted bed and breakfasts. One cannot assume that the
zero cap will keep those STRH renters from visiting Molokai and utilizing the
aforementioned accommodation options.

And fourthly, the nail in the coffin of the argument that more visitors translates into
economic stimulus occurred a week ago. The largest pocket of visitors on Molokai is
on the West End, where condominiums Ke Nani Kai, Paniolo Hale, and Kepuhi Beach,
along with vacation rental homes at Papohaku on Maunaloa, house the largest
population of vacationers at any given time. The lone grocery store in that West End
region, Maunaloa General Store, closed last week. The owner explaining that the
numbers had been steadily declining. So, so much for the vacation rentals supporting
the local economy.
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Wouldn't it make sense to eliminate STRH's in order to create a more robust local

economy before homes are, where homes are occupied by local families 365 days a
year, engaging in commerce 365 days a year, rather than houses occupied for partial
years by transient occupants? As we think about the fact that the economic benefits
of STRH's on Molokai do not stream to the community, but rather to a small group of
real estate investors who do not live here.

We should also think and ask ourselves if we want our County Council to support an
STRH mechanism which allows this to occur. I and many others have given this a lot
of thought and we ask the Council to support the zero cap.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Zhantell.

Oh, are there any questions for this first testifier? If not, may we have the next one,
Zhantell?

MS. LINDO: Yes. Our next testifier is Lori Buchanan, on item number CC 20-104, CR 20-15,
CR 20-20, and Bill 11.

CHAIR LEE: Hello. Excuse me.

MS. LORI BUCHANAN ftestifvino on Countv Communication No. 20-104. Committee

Reports 20-15 and 20-20. and Bill No. 11 (2020)1:

Aloha, Honorable Councilmembers. Thank you for this opportunity to testify today-

CHAIR LEE: Excuse me. Could you hold on one second?

MS. BUCHANAN: -on multiple items on the agenda.

CHAIR LEE: What's her name?

MS. BUCHANAN: First items CC 20-104 and CR

MS. LINDO: Sorry, Chair. There's a delay so we didn't hear you ask to be held up. Do you
want her to start over?

CHAIR LEE: Zhantell, I'm not sure if everybody can hear me at your office, but could you ask
them to summarize their testimonies if possible? Because we have received many
written testimony so, we already have many peoples testimony. So, if you could
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summarize since you have many people there and we also have people here in the
chamber wanting to testify. So, in fairness to everybody, couid you just-

MS. LINDO: I'm sorry, just for clarification, I do have the three-minute clock on. Should I ask
them not to take their three minutes?

CHAIR LEE: Well, if they don't have to take a full three minutes on every item, that would be
great. But if, you know, if they-

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, point of order.

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Are you going to be asking the same thing of those
in the chamber here? Because I don't think that's fair to ask that of those testifying on
Molokai that took off of work to, you know, had to drive all the way from the other side
of the island to testify. I, I understand your point, but I just, I want it to be fair across
the board. So, if we're saying that the Molokai testifiers should not take the three
minutes that we're giving, you know, that we generally give testifiers, that we also cut
short the testimony in the chambers.

CHAIR LEE: Sure.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay. But how long?

CHAIR LEE: No, you know, there Is, I mean, we, I wish we had all day to take testimony, but
we can't. And we have people who have also traveled from far to come and testify.
And for them to wait for 14 testifiers, some of whom are testifying on like four or five
things, that means they could have up to 12 minutes in their full testimony. So, I bet
they don't even need that amount of time, so I'm asking them if they don't need the full
three minutes, if they can summarize on the other items that, you know, they have less
maybe to say about, then that's what I'm asking them to do.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Okay, Chair. I just want to make sure that we're
being consistent across the board. So, do you, do you~

CHAIR LEE: I will ask the same of those in the chamber, and on Lanai, and on, in Hana.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: So, what happens on Molokai is when we testify from
the phone, we can't really hear so, you know, if, if you know, someone is going too
long, cause are we saying now instead of three minutes, two minutes, or, just for
consistency and, you know, objective rules?
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CHAIR LEE; Okay. They can still use the lights, yea, but I'll bet you they don't need all three
minutes for every single item, yea. So, then they stop, the light recharges, right, and
we start the next item.

Zhantell, are you hearing me on this?

MS. UNDO: Yes, I am. Chair. And for the record, I just want you to know that I am running
the three-minute clock on each item and we are willing to go and rotate back and forth
between the chamber and Molokai if that's necessary.

CHAIR LEE: Well, I was really trying to help the people there on Molokai as well, not having
to wait for the people on Maui. That's what happens when you try and help people,
yea?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair, and, and, and for, for, for your assurance, I
don't think many of them actually will take the three minutes. But, you know, if this is,
this is what they're testifying on is really important to our island and they want to do
their best to express the important points to help those of us who have the voting power
empower their voice, to be heard by them. So, and I, and I know you know that, but
let's just, we go just try and then if, you know, it's not working out then we can try
something else.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, Zhantell. Okay. What I'm saying is that if they don't have to take the
three minutes and they can provide a shorter testimony, that's fine. If they need the
three minutes, take the three minutes. Okay, but 1 would like to do all of the testifiers
on Molokai first, then come back to the chamber, okay?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Yeah. You know, we did receive a lot of written testimony from the residents
there, so it's, it's, that's the reason why I'm saying they could summarize. But if they
cannot or don't want to, then let's just proceed, alright, with the next one, please.

MS. LINDO: Thank you. Chair. Our next testifier is Lori Buchanan.

MS. BUCHANAN: Aloha Honorable Councilmembers. Thank you for that discussion. I will
move through this very quickly. I'm testifying on items together, CC 20-104 and CR
20-15, invasive species. As the Molokai Project Coordinator for the Molokai Maui
Invasive Species Committee, I just wanted to share that whatever the Council approves
for the Maui Invasive Species Committee directly benefits us here on the island of
Molokai as a subcommittee with 4.5 full-time employees working every day to protect
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our island from the most invasive pests; and it shows. And we're being successful.
So, I wanted to take, thank the Council; especially Councilwoman Sugimura. Thank
you very much.

Moving onto item. Bill 11, sorry, if I can take that first. The bill to amend the 2020
Budget as it pertains to the Office of the County Council, Council Services Program
and the Molokai Climate Change Adaption [sic]. I am in support of that, and I wanted
to thank the Council that they would consider amending the budget and such.

And moving onto item CR 20-20, the big item for the people of Molokai. I currently
serve as the Chair of the Molokai Planning Commission. But before I became the
Chair, I did serve as a member and then also as a community advocate. And as our
testimony on paper states, that there's overwhelming support by this community for a
zero cap. And it's, we also know that this not affect the multiple condominiums and
hotels that we have currently on the island of Molokai, nor does it affect the bed and
breakfast ordinance. And so, we ask everyone on Maui to please support the Molokai
people in their wish to look out for their own island. And we just ask that you support
the Molokai Planning Commission's recommendation of zero. Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Zhantell.

MS. LINDO: Our next testifier at the Molokai District Office is Dayna Harris, testifying on
CR 20-20.

MS. DAYNA HARRIS ftestifvino on Committee Report 20-20):

Aloha. I'm Dayna Harris and I am with Molokai Vacation Properties, and I'm testing
[sic] on CR 20-20 and I am for a numbers cap. Aloha, Councilmembers, and thank
you for taking the time to listen. I moved to Molokai 25 years ago. I've raised two boys
here. One of them is now a firefighter on Molokai. I love Molokai. I love this
community. I don't want it to change.

With that being said, I'm coming to you as a business owner on the island. I do manage
52 vacation rentals on Molokai, and about 25 long-terms. I provide jobs for two people
in my office and I'm here to say don't change it to zero cap. There's currently six homes
that we vacation rental, and with those there's about ten, 10 to 12 different cleaners,
yard people, not to mention others that we hire to fix things. About 15 percent of
business comes from Molokai and their ohana that stay in these homes. They do not
like to rent condos. And in fact, I did listen to this woman just testify now saying that
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she was against it. In fact, last week, but her husband called me the next day to reserve
one of the cottages on our East End. So, the community does use them.

I know there are some in the community that doesn't think tourism is the answer, but
it's not like we have many tourists to begin with. I think the total count for visitors on
Molokai is 70,000 in a year. Maui gets that in one week. We have a total of
280 properties advertising as vacation rentals online, and there is less, that's less than
one of Maui's smaller hotels. Out of the 280, only 17 are homes and there are about
45 bedrooms: that's it. The rest is condos, so that's about 240 condos with 24 being
two-bedrooms. Two bedrooms are only the ones that allow six to stay in the unit. That
leaves 241 bedrooms that allow four. It's not like we have a ton of places for a ton of
tourists that don't come here.

Since I've been here, I've seen more places close than open. Just last week, Maunaloa
General Store closed down. That can't, they can't make it up there, how many jobs
were lost? What I have seen is an increase in HUD housing. I've had more folks
getting HUD than I did before. Why? Because there's no jobs to sustain themselves.

So, in closing, I'd like to say, Councilmembers, that if you do make Molokai zero cap,
you will be responsible for about 10 or 12 people on Molokai losing their jobs and
income, not to mention the different taxes on Maui. Mahalo for your time.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions for the testifier?

If not, Zhantell.

MS. LINDO: Mahalo, Chair. Our next testifier is Walter Ritte, on CR 20-20.

MR. WALTER RITTE ftestifvino on Committee Report 20-20L

Aloha, Councilmembers. My name is Walter Ritte. I live on the island of Molokai. I
think anybody who's testifying on this issue should say what island they living on,
because this is truly a Molokai issue. And Molokai is determined to try and have a
voice in this County. And we're, our whole idea is to figure out how we can have a
voice to control our future. I want to thank the five Members that came to Molokai and

heard one of our meetings, we had like six major meetings like they attended. And
they unanimously supported our goal to have a zero cap.

So, on Molokai, we went through the good, the bad, and the ugly in all of our meetings
talking about what jobs this issue created and what land use designation that it
threatened. And we were able to look at Oahu and find out whether it really did work
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on Oahu. And it's out of control on Oahu and it doesn't work. There's too many
negative impacts. And we're looking at Maui and they're having problems controlling
it. So, Molokai, I think, went through a really good process and unanimously, almost
unanimously were saying to keep the zero cap. So, we're asking all of you, and we're
especially asking the five Members who came to Molokai to continue to support for the
zero cap idea on Molokai. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions for the testifier?

If not, next, Zhantell.

MS. LINDO: The next testifier is Mahina Poepoe, on item CR 20-20.

MS. MAHINA POEPOE rtestifvina on Committee Report 20-20):

Good morning, Council. This is for CR 20-20. This cap is not meant to impact any
community outside of Molokai. Just because it's what's best for us doesn't mean it's
best for anywhere else necessarily. My ohana is from Puko'o, one of the two most
heavily impacted neighborhoods in Mana'e, once filled with families and kids playing
on the streets. But that's pretty much gone now. Within about 600 feet of my house,
about five years ago, there were 12 short term rentals. Whether they were illegal,
legal, or in the process of permitting: and that's when I knew I had to do something and
stop this from continuing.

In a neighborhood of less than 50 fulltime residents, you notice every new face, every
new car. You notice when a simple family home gets a million-dollar makeover and
you really feel the impacts of the disintegrating social fabric. I now had tourists at 6:30
in the morning helping themselves to fruits from my yard, feeling the need to stop and
tell me how sad it was to see a dog tied up in the yard.

Short term rentals in the area also offer ocean recreation equipment that now compete
with, have fishermen competing with kayakers in traditional fishing grounds. Multiple
times I've been told by short-term renters that I'm trespassing on a private beach, and
then the burden becomes mine to stop what I'm doing, get all irritated, and have to
educate them when that is not what I went to the beach to do. You know, a group of
short-term rentals [sic] were walking by our yard taking pictures of us while we were
cleaning fish. And this is our life and it's being treated like a roadside amusement
attraction.

And strategically now, if we want these impacts to be recorded or to mean something,
we're supposed to call the police. But you know, what is the measure for recording?
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How do, what is the mechanism for recording these cultural and social impacts? We're
being forced into a narrative, forced into interactions and altercations, forced to absorb
all of this burden and just to eat it, so that someone completely oblivious, far, far away
can profit. Our houses are homes and not hotels.

In our community plan, this has been recognized, and for the past 30 years it has been
ignored. So, I'm asking you to recognize it now. The previous testifier that talked about
managing short-term rentals, I have ... short-term rentals, the short-term rental that
was advertised on their website, because they were advertising in non-compliance with
their permit boundaries. So, like, we can go back and forth about this all day long. But
I'm asking you to please uphold our community plan. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions from the Members?

If not, may we have the next testifier, please?

MS. LINDO: Our next testifier is Lohiau Paoa, on CR 20-20.

MR. LOHIAU PAGA (testifying on Committee Report 20-201:

Aloha, everybody. My name is Lohiau Paoa. I am 27 years old, and I am in support
of the zero STRH cap for Molokai. I am from and currently a resident of Kawela. My
great grandfather William Kamakana owned land from Kanoa Fishpond to Kawela
River. Our house at 2786 Kamehameha V Highway is one of the first house's built in
Kawela. My grandmother grew up there. My father grew up there. I grew up there.
And now my son is growing up there. We are invested in this community.

Our east side next door neighbor is a short-term rental who calls themselves the
Mother Ocean built in 2001 with countless owners and no commitment to this

community. Tourists can stay at the rental for $625 a night, minimum of seven nights.
Basically, a spot for them to throw wedding parties, and drink beer, and leave cans all
over the ground. This rental is a safety liability. In fact, had one drowning right outside
our house, where a guy died kayaking in the wrong spot.

At first sight, outsiders see Molokai as a rich in natural resources and cultural
sustainability. But only the people who are from the island, the people who have deep
roots in this land for generations, know the difference of what Molokai used to be. The
main difference I see is the amount of houses being built in the past year. At least six
new houses in Kawela, not one of them owned by a fulltime resident. This is no
different than what is happening on the west end of Molokai. It's a huge problem.
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Houses just affect our water supply. Where are these houses getting their water from?
I know numerous families on Molokai whom the County are decline, are denying
access to the water meter, and for years, and they still have to pay their home taxes.
Water got to be a main priority for the County. Okay. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE; Thank you. Any questions?

If not, may we have the next testifier, please?

MS. LINDO: Thank you. Chair. Our next testifier is Pualani Akaka on CR 20-20.

MS. PUALANIAKAKA ftestifvino on Committee Report 20-20):

Aloha. Aloha, Council. And thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony, which
I support CR 20-20. I'm testifying as an individual, a Molokai homeowner. I'm three-
eighths Hawaiian, not eligible for Hawaiian Homes. I'm a retired teacher, nationally
certified, was a single mom, and I feel blessed to have been able to afford land and
build a home in 2005 on Molokai before the land values were escalating and coming
out of reach. And I understand that this cap means nobody can establish short-term
rental homes or manage them on Molokai and I support this restriction.

But in addition to my testimony about the restriction, my testimony raises the issue of
vulnerability. And that the area in which I live is Kalae. And the State's designated us
as Urban. Maui County as an Interim Zoning, which is a temporary zoning zone, while
the County decides about its designation. And I understand in 2018, Kalae was cited
to be Single-Family dwelling in the Molokai Community Plan. And because Kalae is
designated Urban and under State, under the State, and Interim Zoning cited Single-
Family dwelling by Maui County, there remains the possibility that both outside and
inside Molokai special interests can get around this bill using Special Use Permit. And
my neighborhood is vulnerable.

So, my testimony is to advocate against possible loopholes that thwart the intended
purpose of the bill. Please do not mistake this stand as racist, provincial, building walls
to keep others out. I believe the healthy, safe neighborhoods is the intent of this bill.

Be certain I advocate for government policy that encourages the careful consideration
by persons to purchase, live, and be in a community; be responsible homeowners and
residents who are cognizant not only of their individual rights, but also of the common
good of the place, space, nature, and people in which they live.
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Therefore, thank you, thank you for the zero cap for Molokai. Please consider the
neighborhoods that are vulnerable and complete our zoning designation as well.
Mahalo for your time and consideration.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Member Paltin, this is your Committee, right? Did you consider this possible loophole
that the testifier talked about?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: That I'm aware of Hotel/Resort would be okay. I'm not, the
special permit. Special Use Permit would have to be granted by the Planning
Department. And the Deputy Director was there with us, so I would hope that they
don't look for loopholes. The only place where it would be legally permitted without
would be Hotel/Resort zoning.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Well, maybe, Mr. Clerk, we can check further with the Planning
Department, because that is a good question.

Zhantell, may we have the next testifier, please?

MS. LINDO: Thank you. Chair. Our next testifier is Loretta Ritte, on CR 20-20.

MS. LORETTA RITTE ftestifvino on Committee Report 20-20):

Aloha mai kakou. My name is Loretta Ritte, and I'm testifying in support of CR 20-20.
And I'm testifying in behalf of myself and my mo'opuna. And I applaud all these people
that have come with their personal testimonies and the effects of short-term rentals on
their lifestyle and their neighborhood. And I too am concerned. I see the changes in
these, in the islands. I mean, I see so much more people at the beaches, at the stores
in town, and these are people that I don't know, we don't know.

And I also think it's unfair that, cause we treasure this island. We look to Molokai as
Molokai Aina Momona, and we don't look to it as a commodity for someone to come,
buy the aina, and then not live here but make money off of it. So, I please ask you,
especially those that came to Molokai at the previous meeting, to stand for the people
of Molokai and say and support this bill. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

If not, may we have the next testifier, please?
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MS. LIN DO: Our next testifier is Liko Wallace, on OR 20-20.

MS. LIKO WALLACE ftestifvlno on Committee Report 20-20):

Aloha and good morning, everyone. My name is Liko Wallace. I'm from the island of
Molokal. I would like to first say a big mahalo to the five Councilmembers that voted
"yes" on our zero cap for the STR's on Molokai. It has been a long time coming.

Longtime residents such as myself, came to express their opinions on how STR's have
negatively weaved their way into the fabric of our lives. What may have started off as
a home away from home for a few, turned into a goose that laid the golden egg to
others. As the opportunity to make money became evident, so did the short-term rental
industry, leaving a tsunami of detrimental effects in its path. I know it is hard for
outsiders to truly understand the uniqueness of this island and what it takes to keep it
this way.

As a lifetime resident on Molokai, I have seen how the islands have changed over the
years; some good, but some not so good. STR's have brought some not so good
effects on Molokai; taking long-term rentals off the market, popping up in our
neighborhood and greatly raising the property taxes for long-time residents around
them. The prices of homes have become unthinkable to our children to even consider
buying a home for their growing families.

We will continue to do everything we can to be good stewards of this sacred land. God
gave us the opportunity to live in a place we consider paradise on this side of heaven,
and we want to keep it that way. All I can say to the investors and to those who want
to make a profit off of our land is we're willing to share our part of paradise, but our
lifestyle and our keiki's future is not for sale. I pray you will vote yes on this bill; zero
cap for Molokai. Molokai's future is counting on us. Mahalo and aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

If not, may we have the next testifier please, Zhantell?

MS. LINDO: Thank you. Chair. Our next testifier is Bridget Mowat, on CR 20-20.

MS. BRIDGET MOWAT (testifying on Committee Report 20-20):

Good morning. Chairperson Alice Lee, Keani, and fellow County Councilmembers.
Thank you for allowing me the three minutes to share my support regarding CR 20-20.
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You know, KeanI was raised from baby on Molokai, and she knows who we are as a
rural community. I pray you will all honor her direction now, as you have in the past.

We've had short-term rentals popping up throughout our neighborhoods for years now;
some permitted, and many more illegal. We didn't even know where, when, and why.
But, seems like the only people that did know were those involved or with, with those
of financial gain. The Planning Department knew, and the property owners knew who
bought the property just for this purpose, and those who were employed.

So, when we, when these STR's started popping up, we noticed like strange cars
starting, or going down the bumpy roads where our kids played, and we noticed when
the beaches where we gather llmu, coconuts, and fish, became wet and wild. We
looked and when we went on family days we looked. So, they have, like was
mentioned earlier, they have, you know, beach toys and stuff.

And we've had fishing poles, or yanked, or pulled, or snapped when kayaks or
paddleboards go by and the operators has no clue that the line Is out. They don't have
the eye, so now, we got to, everybody all nuha and we go home. So, there's, there's
quite a division now In our neighborhoods. The beaches that we once enjoyed for
subsistence and recreation has become a place of battle, hostility, and division.

We can co-exist with tourists. But keep the tourists away from our neighborhoods.
There Is a place for tourists. There's zoning regulations that does not Interfere with our
local lifestyle. Put them where they belong; In Wavecrest, in Hotel Molokai. In, you
know, they're zoned In the right area and there's a lot of people working In these areas
that will be able to have more jobs If the tourists were staying In that area.

So, anyway, I remember one time we were at Wallua Beach, we were swimming. And
a couple came out from the beach, I mean, from their house, house that they rented,
and they were nude; totally nude. So, that made us feel uncomfortable. And nobody
should feel uncomfortable In their own community, In their own neighborhood. So, I'm
asking you, please support this cap. And, and mahalo to all those who did, all the five
who did, and stand firm and support Molokai. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Are there any questions?

If not, can we have the next testlfler please?

MS. ZHANTELL LINDO: Our next testlfler Is Jennifer ZIgler, on OR 20-20.


